Sociology 480 
Take Home Final Exam 
8/7/00 



A, Answer all four questions . Feel free to use the books, reserve materials, 
your notes, etc- to complete the exam. You may discuss the questions with 
your classmates, but I expect your work, as reflected in your written responses 
to be your own- I have given suggested page lengths for each essay (single” 
spaced handwritten or double-spaced typewritten) , Your exam must be turned in 
no later than 1:00PM , Friday -, Aug - 11th at nry office. Main 132. 



I* As I pointed out at the begining of this course, our two principal texts, 
Whitewash and Never Again 1 , represent the earliest and one of the most 
recent books in the 36+ year history of the controversy surrounding the 
JFK assassination. In light of this, I want you to identify and discuss 
any examples of how our knowledge of the deficiencies of the original 
Warren Commission investigation has expanded and improved over the 30 year 
period that separates these two books- (1-2 pages) 

2. Select any one document ( excluding those from Post Mortem in which 
Mr- Weisberg provides the analysis in a footnote) that X handed out in 
class or which is contained in the Appendix to "The JFK Assassination and 
the Failure of Institutions," and discuss this documents significance. 
Moreover, include in your discussion how the document you selected relates 
to one of the main points of this course — the failure of institutions. 
( Provid e a copy of the document along with your essay.) (1 page) 

3- Critically analyze the following two pages on the "Neck Wbund" that 
appears in Gerald Posner's 1993 best-seller. Case Closed . Keep in mind 
that the errors in it may be obivous or not so obvious , such as points 
Mr. Posner conveniently overlooked in attempting to bolster the official 
story . ( 1-2 pages ) 

4* Read and critically analyze any one article from a major newspaper or 
magazine (except for Time ) that appeared within roughly the first rronth 
following the assassination (i.e,, 11/23/63 to 12/23/63). You will find 
these on microfilm near the reference section of the library- Basically, 
this is a little exercise in what I did in my essay on Time magazine, 
which you should read to give you some perspective on what to look for 
in these early articles, (1-2 pages) 

( Provide a^ copy of the article along with your essay - ) 









